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Foreword
Professor Raj Chandra Bose (1901–1987) was closely associated with the Indian Statistical Institute for several
decades since its inception in 1932 and made some of his pioneering contributions while he was still at the Institute.
To honor his memory on the occasion of his birth centenary, the Institute held the R.C. Bose Centenary Symposium on
Discrete Mathematics and Application at Kolkata from 20 to 23 December 2002.
This Special Issue consists of a selection of papers arising from the Symposium. As a reﬂection of the high esteem
in which R.C. Bose was held and the various ﬁelds to which he made deep contributions, there was an overwhelming
response fromscientistsworking in various disciplines.The abstracts of the papers thatwere presented in theSymposium
appeared as Volume No. 15 of Electronic Notes in Discrete Mathematics. However, only the research papers that were
accepted after strict refereeing according to the standards of Discrete Mathematics are included in this Special Issue.
Bose made important contributions to a number of areas of geometry including hyperbolic geometry and its appli-
cation to statistics, multivariate statistical analysis, ﬁnite geometries, orthogonal Latin squares, experimental designs,
balanced and partially balanced designs and association schemes, difference sets, orthogonal arrays, factorial designs,
rotatable designs, coding theory, information theory, graph theory, projective geometry, partial geometries, character-
ization and embedding problems in designs and geometries, ﬁle organization, and additive number theory. In fact,
Bose’s name is an integral part of the terms BCH codes, Bose–Mesner algebra, and the like, and he was one of
“Euler’s spoilers”
We hope that this issue, though it covers only a few of the above areas, is a ﬁtting tribute to the memory of R.C. Bose.
An article including a short biographical sketch of R.C. Bose appeared in Calcutta Statistical Association Bulletin in
1987 (vol. 36). The Indian Statistical Institute held a Conference on Combinatorial Mathematics and Applications in
memory of R.C. Bose from 14 to 16 December 1988, and its Proceedings, which appeared as Special Volume No. 54
of Sankhya, contains the reminiscences of some of the persons closely associated with Bose.
We take this opportunity to thank the authorities of the Indian Statistical Institute and the Organizing Committee
for organizing the Symposium, the Department of Science and Technology, the Government of India, and the Reserve
Bank of India for partial funding of the Symposium, the members of the Editorial Panel for getting the papers refereed,
all the referees, the participants in the Symposium and, ﬁnally, the journal Discrete Mathematics for bringing out this
Special Issue.
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